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MarTERA Call 2017 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q.  What type of organisation would the 50% funding rate apply to? 

A.  This would be large, multinational companies. Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises 
(SMEs) and start-up companies would be funded at 75%. 

 

Q.  Can the SME contribution be “in kind”? 

A.  Typically the SME contribution would be staff costs (i.e. a percentage of a 
researcher’s time). For audit purposes, this would entail checking timesheets and 
staff costs claimed against a sample of payslips. SMEs can also contribute raw 
materials or consumables to the project, as part of their contribution.  Access to 
specialist equipment may also be included as an “in kind” contribution, or related 
maintenance costs for said equipment. 

 

Q. Why are only certain countries involved in the call? 

A. Countries participate based on their national research priorities, and how the 
proposed research will address their strategic needs. The availability of funding for 
each country will depend on the allocation within national budgets for the relevant 
research priority. In this call there will be 16 participating countries. 

 

Q. Can the Marine Institute be funded? 

A. Yes, researchers from the Marine Institute can apply provided that they meet the 
application eligibility criteria. Marine Institute applicants are subject to exactly the 
same rules and peer-review evaluation process as any other applicants.  There is a 
strict separation of roles within the Marine Institute between the Research Funders 
and Research Performers.  
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Q. Why are the Marine Institute only funding three out of the five research topics? Why 
were two topics excluded? 

A. As the budget allocation is limited, the Marine Institute had to make a choice in 
terms of the topics that would strategically benefit Ireland, where an investment in 
research funding could achieve the best impact for Ireland’s economy. Therefore, 
three main areas were selected: 

• Novel materials, development and structure. 
• Sensors, automation, monitoring and observations. 
• Safety and Security. 

In addition one sub-topic from the Advanced Manufacturing/Production priority area 
was also selected. 

 

Q. If an Irish applicant in part of a consortium proposal in the other priority areas, will 
they automatically be excluded? 

A. Yes, the consortium proposal that the Irish partner is a participant in must be from 
the priority areas listed in the MarTERA call documents. Applicants will be asked to 
specify one of these areas on their National Process Form. 

Please remember that if one partner is deemed ineligible then the whole project is 
deemed ineligible. 

 

Q. What is the best way to form a consortium, and how should you choose the right 
consortium to join? 

A. The key should be to have the best quality consortium, which has a good mix of 
partners and countries. The minimum is two partners from two different 
participating countries, but we would recommend that this amount is exceeded. You 
may be interested in attending the Brokerage Event on 15th February 2017 in 
Brussels, especially if you are looking for project partners: 

https://www.martera.eu/index.php?index=80&event=MarTERA_Brokerage_Event  

There is a partnering tool available on the MarTERA website which may be useful for 
those attending the Brokerage Event.  

 

https://www.martera.eu/index.php?index=80&event=MarTERA_Brokerage_Event
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Q. If your project is ranked highly, and is funded from alternative sources rather than 
the national funder, do you have to submit reports to the national funder? 

A. No. The Marine Institute will conclude a Grant-Aid Agreement with the Irish partners 
in relation to the funding provided to these partners, which will include the 
requirement to submit annual financial and scientific reports. This will only apply to 
Irish partners funded directly by the Marine Institute. 

 

Q. What are the reporting requirements? 

A.  The national Financial and Technical Reports are due for submission to the Marine 
Institute on an annual basis. The national/Marine Institute Grant-Aid Agreement and 
Report Templates can be made available on request. It is the responsibility of each 
Irish partner to submit their reports directly to the Marine Institute.  The due dates 
may vary from the MarTERA reporting requirements, which will be submitted via the 
project co-ordinator and normally are required to be submitted at the mid-term 
point and the end of the project. These will be outlined in the Consortium 
Agreement, which the project co-ordinator will distribute for all partners to sign. 

 

Q. Does the minimum budget of 150,000 Euro per project include overheads? 

A. Yes, the minimum funding request of 150,000 Euro per project includes overheads at 
a maximum of 30% for lab-based projects and 25% for desk-based projects. You may 
include overheads at a lower percentage, but most organisations, especially the 
Higher Education Sector, will expect that the overheads should be included as per the 
funding rules. Also overheads do not need financial verification for audit purposes. 

 

Q. Can applicants apply to the Marine Institute Networking and Travel Grant scheme for 
a pre-proposal meeting with potential collaborators overseas? 

A. Yes, there is funding available of 750 Euro per applicant to attend pre-proposal 
meetings in Europe. This funding is also available for EU Horizon 2020 or INTERREG 
pre-proposal meetings.  The Networking and Travel Grant scheme will not cover 
attendance at the Brokerage Event on February 15th.   Funding may be available from 
Enterprise Ireland for this event.  Full details of our Networking and Travel Grants are 
available on our website at:  

http://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/research-funding/research-funding/current-funding-opportunities  

http://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/research-funding/research-funding/current-funding-opportunities
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Q. Why is there a two-stage process required? 

A. It is expected that the call will be very oversubscribed. As each country has different 
budget commitments, the two stage process has been agreed to allow national 
funders time to select the applications to go forward, so that all countries have the 
same ration of applications to funding available (three times the value of their 
budget allocation).  

 

Q.  The pre-proposal stage is quite extensive. Will Stage 2 require much additional 
information? 

A.  Stage 2 will require additional information building from that included in Stage 1 in 
particular relating to a more extensive programme detailing the work packages. 

 

Q. What is the evaluation process at stage 1 and stage 2? 

A. Stage 1 is the national eligibility checks, national selection process and review of 
project scope by the call management committee. Stage 2 is evaluation by the 
international panel of scientific experts.  

 

Q. How are projects ranked for funding? 

A. Projects are ranked following peer-review by international experts in the field of 
marine technology. Projects are normally funded in order of ranking. However, as 
each participant country have differing budgets, this means that due to lack of 
availability of funding a highly ranked project may not be funded, if one or more of 
the national funders have used their available funding allocation. The consortium 
should submit the best project proposal that fits well with the focus of the call, has a 
good mix of partners and expertise, and includes a clear project plan. 

 

Q. Can partners transfer budgets between each other? 

A. No, each partner in the consortium should show their total costs and the requested 
grant-aid.  
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Q. How will the ownership of intellectual property be covered? 

A. Each successful project will have to put in place a Consortium Agreement, which will 
be organised by the Project Co-ordinator and will usually follow the EU Horizon 2020 
template. This will cover intellectual property, and other management issues in 
relation to the project. 

 

Q. Is equipment an eligible cost? 

A. Yes, equipment is an eligible cost but depreciation will be applied as set out in the 
Marine Institute Funding Guidelines document. For example for a two year project, 
where equipment purchased has a three year lifespan then only two thirds of the 
cost will be reimbursed.  

 

Q. Are there any special application conditions for Irish partners? 

A. Yes. There are five conditions: 

• Project duration is 12 to 36 months only. 
• Funding per project is minimum €150k to maximum €350k e.g. one Irish 

partner €150k or two Irish partners (SME and Public Research Body €175k 
each). 

• Consortia with an Irish Industry partner must also include an Irish Public 
Research Body.  

• Industry partners must show their full costs, but can only receive maximum 
grant-aid of 75%. 

• Irish partners must submit the National Process Form to the Marine Institute 
by 31st March 2017. Note:  Applicants must select one priority area from the 
list of areas that the Marine Institute will fund.  

Public Research Bodies are also encouraged to show their contribution to costs, such 
as portion of staff time, specialist equipment, etc.  
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Q. What is the likely payment schedule? 

A. The first payment of 20% is made following the signature of the Grant-Aid 
Agreement, with subsequent annual payments of 20-30% provided that financial and 
scientific reporting requirements are met. These requirements will be fully detailed in 
the Grant-Aid Agreement. Irish partners will have to submit their financial and 
scientific reports annually to the Marine Institute in addition to any reporting 
requirements detailed in the Consortium Agreement. 

 

Q. Could researchers be based in one country but funded by another country? 

A. Mobility for Masters or PhD students is encouraged. However, the student must be 
registered for their higher degree within the home country, and all costs paid for by 
the national partner.   

 

Q. Will there be further MarTERA calls? 

A.  There may be further calls, but there are no commitments to this at this stage.  

 

Q.   Can an Industry Participant lead the proposal? 

A.  Yes, Industry can act as Lead Partner, however Irish industry participants must 
 partner with a Public Research Body as specified in the MI Funding Guidelines. 

 

Q.  Should track record details refer to specific funding calls? 

A. No. Track record information should specifically demonstrate an ability to deliver a 
project successfully, so ensure that you refer to projects you have participated on 
which are complete as well as current ongoing projects but they may relate to any 
funding programme. 
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Q. Should a sub-contractor be named in the application? 

A. Not necessarily. Sub-contractors are subject to procurement rules so unless a sub-
 contractor is a sole supplier they will not be known at application stage. 

 

Q.  Can I partner with a UK organisation? 

A. The UK are not providing a funding contribution for this call. However a UK partner 
can be a consortium participant, but must provide their own funding and provide a 
commitment to this funding at application stage. Any partner who provides their own 
funding cannot be a co-ordinator or have a significant role in the project. 
Organisations from Northern Ireland are classed as UK partners and must provide 
their own funding. 

 

Q.  Should I partner with organisations outside of Europe? Are any specific countries 
 viewed more favourably? 

A.  No particular countries are favoured. The applications are evaluated for impact on a 
European level.  The national screening process will evaluate impact at a national 
level. 

 

Q.  Are other countries national guidelines available?  

A.  Each participating country has published brief guidelines in the MarTERA National 
 Guidelines document including details of minimum and maximum funding. 

 

Q. Does the balance of funding between partners matter? 

A.  There should be a reasonable balance between partners.  A proposal with two 
 partners whereby one partner receives the majority of the funding would not be 
 favourably received.  

 

Q.  Can a partner be involved in more than one proposal? 

A.  Yes, the Guidelines do not preclude multiple applications by the same partner.  
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Q.  What assistance and help is available? 

A. The Marine Institute Research Office can provide draft budgets, clarifications on the 
rules and help with any other queries. Please send your requests by email to 
mro@marine.ie.  

Fiona Grant, Marine Institute International Programmes Manager and NCP for 
marine elements of Societal Challenge 2 can provide assistance in application 
drafting.  Please send your requests to fiona.grant@marine.ie.   

We also advise applicants to liaise with colleagues who were successful on previous 
ERA-NET projects. 

 

Applications must be submitted via the MarTERA portal:  

https://www.martera.eu/submission/call1   

The closing date for Pre-Proposals is 31th March 2017 (17:00 CET). 

 

Irish partners must submit their National Process Form to the Marine Institute by 
 email to mro@marine.ie by 31st March 2017 (16:00 GMT). 

mailto:mro@marine.ie
mailto:fiona.grant@marine.ie
https://www.martera.eu/submission/call1
mailto:mro@marine.ie

